
 
  

 

 

 

St Mary’s CE Primary School, N8 7QN 

 

Geography  Policy 

 

Jesus said, “Love one another as I have loved you.” (John 15:12) 

 

Our Vision 

As we love, we flourish 

As we flourish, we aspire 

As we aspire, we achieve 

Together, we are a family. 

Friendship, Compassion, Hope, Wisdom,  

Community, Endurance. 

 

 

 

 



Through our daily school life at St Mary’s Church of England Primary School we encourage our 
children to build respectful friendships and demonstrate compassion towards others. Through this 
we build a strong community spirit, as together we are a family. Our teaching and learning provides 
the children with the wisdom and endurance they need to expand their minds socially, morally and 
academically so allowing them to achieve and flourish and fulfil ‘Life in all its Fullness.’ (John 10:10). 
We encourage our children to demonstrate and develop a dignity in their work and themselves 
which enables them to hope to aspire to be the best they can possibly be. 

“Bringing nature into the classroom can kindle a fascination and passion for the diversity of life on 
earth and can motivate a sense of responsibility to safeguard it.” 

Sir David Attenborough 

 

The National Curriculum:  

Key stage 1 

Children should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They 
should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and 
begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational 
awareness. 

Key stage 2 

Children should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the 
United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and 
characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should 
develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational 
and place knowledge. 

In both KS1 and KS2, geography is divided into: 
 
Locational knowledge: locate, identify, and name the continents and oceans; countries and its 
characteristics, especially the United Kingdom 

Place knowledge: understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human 
and physical geography  

Human and physical geography: identify seasonal and daily weather patterns, use basic 
geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical fand human features 

Geographical skills and fieldwork: use world maps, atlases, and globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries, continents and oceans and describe features studied; use fieldwork to 
observe, measure record and present the human and physical features  

 
Intent: 
In Geography, we intend to inspire children with a curiosity and fascination about the world and its 
people. Children will gain knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human 
environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. 
We intend to develop children’s competency in the geographical skills using fieldwork, maps, 
diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS). 
 
Our aims are to:  

 inspire in children, a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain 
with them for the rest of their lives. 



 equip children with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and 
human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and 
human processes. 

 develop a growing knowledge about the world to deepen their understanding of the 
processes that give rise to the key physical and human geographical features of the world. 

 enable children to learn and explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, 
interconnected, and change over time. 

 develop their knowledge of the location of places of global significance, their defining 
physical and human characteristics and how they relate to one another. 

Implementation: 
In the geography curriculum, lessons are structured and organised in accordance with NC objectives. 
Progression is built into each unit with skills and knowledge that enable all children to make at least 
good progress in all year groups. We introduce an overarching enquiry question that allow the 
children to think critically and use the subsequent lessons to further build their knowledge and skills.  

The components of geography curriculum consist of: 

 Substantive content – This is the content that children learn in geography; the building 
blocks of factual content expressed through accounts (stories, descriptions, representations, 
reports, statistics, source material, commentaries, explanations, and analyses) and the 
vocabulary (concepts, terms, technical language) that enable children to move about within 
their own knowledge, to read and to communicate. Consequently, children gain the internal 
reference points that allow them to recognise the patterns, notice the contrasts, ask the 
questions, and discuss the options that the disciplinary content will demand.  
 

 Disciplinary content: This is how our children will think about geographical questions using 
concepts of place, scale, space, distance, interaction, and relationships that exist between 
these. We teach our children to develop the geographical skills needed to begin to collect, 
analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork 
that deepen their understanding of geographical processes. Children will interpret a range of 
sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs 
and geographical information systems. They communicate geographical information in a 
variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at 
length. 
 
 

Continuing Professional Development 

Staff are kept up to date on current thinking, new teaching methodologies and ideas through staff 
meetings and INSET. CPD is available where possible for staff who need to improve their 
understanding of the requirements of the national curriculum, new research, and new 
methodologies as well as assessment strategies.  

Planning  

Planning consists of 3 stages: a long-term plan to map the year group sequence of learning, medium 
term planning that focus on the plans for the sequence of lessons within a unit and the weekly plan 
to reflect the learning intent, activities and tasks as well as differentiation within the lesson, as well 
as the specific vocabulary that children will learn 

All planning aligns with the NC objectives. In EYFS and KS1, geography is taught through a topic-
based theme. Teachers plan exciting activities that give children the opportunity to gain substantive 
knowledge and develop their geographical skills. Cross-curricular links are encouraged so that 
children can further develop their understanding of the world. 

In KS2, lessons are planned to develop their understanding of world around them and stimulate their 
curiosity in places and people. 



Teachers plan exciting activities and tasks that give children the opportunity to gain substantive 
knowledge and develop their geographical skills. Cross-curricular links are encouraged so that 
children can further develop their understanding of the world. 

Units are planned in six lessons to be taught each half term, with an assessment task opportunity at 
the end of the unit.  

Assessment:  

Prior knowledge is reviewed at the beginning of each new unit of work and continuously during the 
unit. The current recovery content from previous year groups ensures that the progression of skills 
and knowledge continues to build on prior knowledge before new knowledge is learned. 

Assessment is ongoing and takes place during each unit of learning to check on progress (knowing 
and remembering more) and inform future teaching. 
 
An assessment task at the end of each unit is completed to review pupil’s progress and attainment. 
These assessment tasks (Big question, quizzes, questioning) are used to inform teacher assessments 
so that an evaluation of children’s achievement against national curriculum expectations can be 
determined.  
 
Inclusion: 

In line with the School’s Inclusion Policy, each child has an equal entitlement to all aspects of the 
geography curriculum. Activities and tasks are adapted to scaffold their learning and full 
participation is highly encouraged. All participation is valued equally and encouraged amongst all 
children 

Parents:  

At St Mary’s, we value the importance of actively involved parents and carers in their child’s 
education. To help keep them informed about what is happening in school and share current 
curriculum with parents, subject leads hold regular coffee morning/s.  

Homework:  

At St Mary’s, we do not require weekly homework to be set for geography. Teachers often set 
project-based tasks for children to research as part of their learning or as an end of unit task to 
consolidate their learning. 

 

The role of the geography lead is to:  

 raise the profile of geography in the school with consideration given to establishing 
geography’s role within the whole school curriculum and its role in helping to prepare 
children for adult life 

 monitor, evaluate and enhance the quality of teaching, learning and assessment in 
geography with the requirement to track progress, monitor standards and report on 
children’ attainment.  

 curate a range of evidence about children’s performance in geography drawn from 
external agencies and own classroom observations 

 identify the subject’s needs and prioritise them in the context of whole-school decision-
making to ensure that a broad, balanced and exciting curriculum is planned and taught 

 read widely around pedagogy relating to the learning and teaching of geography 

 lead, support, guide and motivate colleagues as well as build capacity across the school 
e.g. CPD, INSET, Staff meetings  

 provide support for ECTs and trainee students in geography planning, teaching and 
learning 

 keep updated in geography matters and developments and share with colleagues 



 ensure that there is a high standard of teaching throughout the school and support for 
non-specialist staff to build on their strengths and enthusiasm with a broad culture of 
raising standards of attainment and engagement in learning for all children 

 provide strategic direction and development of geography across the school 

 regularly audit, assess and update the required resources to ensure that children are 
able to learn with a hands-on approach using up to date maps, atlases and globes and 
relevant books related to their units of learning 

 


